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Stephens joined the Army in 2001. 

The verbal and physical attacks start-
ed quickly and came from virtually 
every level of the chain of command. In 
one of the worst incidents, a group of 
men tackled him, shoved a soda bottle 
into his rectum, and threw him back-
ward off an elevated platform onto the 
hood of a car. When he reported the in-
cident, his platoon sergeant told him, 
‘‘You’re the problem. You’re the reason 
this is happening,’’ and refused to take 
action. His assailants told him that 
once deployed to Iraq, they would 
shoot him in the head. 

I recently received an email from 
Heath Phillips, who joined the Navy at 
the young age of 17, in 1988. Phillips 
was attacked on multiple occasions be-
ginning his first weekend on duty. 
When he reported the assault, he was 
called a liar, a baby, mama’s boy, and 
a few other choice words. He would 
complain to the chain of command and 
be told to shut up, and asked for wit-
nesses. In one particularly horrific in-
cident, a group of men attacked Phil-
lips in the shower and sodomized him 
with a toilet brush handle. They 
laughed and joked about it the whole 
time. After he went to the infirmary, 
bleeding and in pain, he was told he 
was fine and to take the day off. Phil-
lips eventually went AWOL to protect 
himself. He still suffers to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a moral black 
eye on the military, it’s a moral black 
eye on this Congress, and it’s a moral 
black eye on this Nation. It is time to 
stop talking and to take action. 

f 

THIRTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF INVA-
SION AND OCCUPATION OF CY-
PRUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, as I do each year on the anniver-
sary of Turkey’s unlawful invasion of 
Cyprus, to again call upon Turkish au-
thorities to end the 37-year military 
occupation of this island nation. The 
tragic history of the occupation is 
well-documented. Sadly, with each 
passing year, still more indignities are 
visited upon the Cypriot people. 

On Christmas morning, 2010, a large 
number of Orthodox Christians made 
their way to the Saint Sinesios Church. 
During the prayer service, the Turkish 
occupation authorities barged into the 
church, drove out the worshipers, and 
sealed the doors of the building. This 
was an assault on religious freedom. A 
few months ago, on May 2, Turkish oc-
cupation authorities demolished the 
200-year old Chapel of Saint Thekla lo-
cated in the village of Vokolida. This, 
too, was an assault on religious free-
dom. These are among countless exam-
ples of the systematic repression and 
destruction of the Orthodox Christian 
faith that is carried on by Turkish au-
thorities on the island. 

The United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, the 

body that is tasked by this Congress on 
the state of religious freedom through-
out the world in terms of advising us 
on that situation, reports that gross 
violations of religious freedom occur in 
the areas under the control of the 
Turkish occupation authorities. Tur-
key’s foreign minister, the Honorable 
Ahmet Davutoglu, has proclaimed that 
Turkey’s foreign policy is rooted in the 
doctrine of ‘‘zero problems with its 
neighbors.’’ Unfortunately, the fruits 
of this doctrine appear to be wholly ab-
sent in Turkish relations with the Re-
public of Cyprus. 

Under the auspices of the United Na-
tions, Turkey agreed as a confidence 
building measure in 1979 to withdraw 
and hand over the uninhabited city of 
Famagusta to its rightful inhabitants. 
Despite the annual calls of the United 
Nations for Turkey and the Turkish oc-
cupation authorities to honor this 
agreement, Famagusta remains a ghost 
town. The international community 
continually demands the withdrawal of 
the overwhelming Turkish military 
presence on Cyprus. However, the 
Turkish occupation authorities have 
not even considered a reduction of 
military troops. 

As a candidate country seeking ac-
cession to the European Union, Turkey 
has been advised to open its air and sea 
ports to the Republic of Cyprus as a 
condition for the further negotiation of 
the accession chapters. Turkey none-
theless refuses to open its ports to Cyp-
riot-flagged vessels. Cyprus will hold 
the presidency of the European Union 
in the second half of 2012. Rather than 
seize the opportunity to put its ‘‘zero 
problems’’ doctrine into effect, Foreign 
Minister Davutoglu just the other day 
threatened the European Union that 
Turkey will freeze relations with that 
body when the Republic of Cyprus 
holds its presidency. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the conduct 
of a country serious about joining the 
family of democratic nations. The 
United States, the European Union, 
and the United Nations all call for a 
just and lasting settlement that reuni-
fies Cyprus as a bizonal, bicommunal 
federation. After 37 years of broken 
promises, it is high time that this 
Chamber demand that Turkey conduct 
itself in accordance with the standards 
and values expected of a democracy, a 
member of NATO, and a candidate 
country of the European Union. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and Gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 
Bless the Members of this assembly as 
they set upon the work of these hours, 
of these days. Help them to make wise 
decisions in a good manner and to 
carry their responsibilities steadily, 
with high hopes for a better future for 
our great Nation. 

Deepen their faith, widen their sym-
pathy, heighten their aspirations, and 
give them the strength to do what 
ought to be done for this country. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with 
them and with us all this day and every 
day to come, and may all we do be done 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BUCSHON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST 
JAMES A. WATERS 

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor U.S. Army Specialist 
James A. Waters. Specialist Waters, a 
21-year-old native of Cloverdale, Indi-
ana, lost his life in combat on July 1 in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, of wounds suf-
fered from an improvised explosive de-
vice during an insurgent attack. 

Specialist Waters was assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Moun-
tain Division in Fort Drum, New York. 
Indiana lost a great citizen, who was 
affectionately known as Jimmy. He 
planned to marry his high school 
sweetheart in December. 

His sacrifice and valor should be 
commended, and I would like to offer 
my most heartfelt condolences to Spe-
cialist Waters’ family and friends. 
From a grateful Nation, he will be 
missed but not forgotten. 
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